
Which PR course textbooks do you recommend students keep? 

Comments (10) 

Knickcole Hall, MBA  

PR Consultant, Searching for a Full-time Position 

I would say Lesley's Handbook of Public Relations if you used it. I have been told that 
its great for studying for the APR exams and very helpful in remembering how to do 
specific public relations activities. I would also keep the AP Style Guide if you have it. 
I kept all my PR books because they were specific to my major and I could afford to 
do so. If I had to choose I would keep these two specifically, but I think everyone's 
going to have their own advice as to which books to keep and which not to. I also 
kept Who Moved My Cheese as many other professionals would tell you it helps to 
remind you that sometimes you need to change your way of thinking.  

 

Mike Virgintino  

Communications Consultant: Public Relations, Public Affairs, Social Responsibility 

Up to about five years out of college I kept all my journalism and PR books. My 
textbook at the time in PR was Effective Public Relations (I think the authors were 
Cutlip and Center). Since then, I've purged all of them except those that help with wr 
iting -- Elements of Style, AP style book (which I update about every 5 or so years) 
and I still have a UPI style book. Also anything on business writing, speech writing, 
etc. I would concentrate on books that help you become a better writer as that, plus 
ideas, is the key to success.  

 

Gregg Shields  

Senior Consultant - Strategic Public Relations, Media Relations, Crisis Management 

You can take Effective PR ( Cutlip Center and Broom) to the grave with you and die a 
happy PR person. Agreed, Mike, you need a new AP stylebook every now and again, 
pick a good dictionary.  

 

Douglas Haslam  

Account Director at SHIFT Communications 

I'm not sure there is one book I'd recommend students keep. I'd be more interesting 
in setting them up with RSS feeds of working, thinking, doing practitioners- the 
better to stay current in the industry.  
 

http://www.linkedin.com/profile?viewProfile=&key=20994066&authToken=x5zX&authType=name&goback=%2Eanh_58031
http://www.linkedin.com/profile?viewProfile=&key=5264048&authToken=2zVi&authType=name&goback=%2Eanh_58031
http://www.linkedin.com/profile?viewProfile=&key=4327914&authToken=2kc1&authType=name&goback=%2Eanh_58031
http://www.linkedin.com/profile?viewProfile=&key=2191793&authToken=1yy3&authType=name&goback=%2Eanh_58031


I do agree with Mike that the basic writing books translate well. I worry that PR is 
changing so much that some of the books - especially now-- are getting a bit dusty.  

 

Nancy Schubert, APR  

Communications Project Manager at IBM 

Effective Public Relations is a must, I agree. Re: writing and editing, AP Style Guide 
(update every year or two), Microsoft Style Guide (for technology style issues), and 
The Elements of Style by Strunk and White.  

 

Terry Frechette  

Director of Marketing Americas at Blackmagic Design 

Full Frontal PR  

 

Scott Tims  

Public Relations Practitioner & Advisor at The Point Group 

Definitely hang onto Effective Public Relations and the AP Style Book. Although PR 
changes and evolves, two things remain the same: strong strategic and writing skills.  

 

Sheldon Rose, BPR, APR  

Communications & PR Strategist 

I also have kept Effective Public Relations and, here in Canada, the CP Style Book. -- 
Sheldon  

 

Jennifer Wilt  

Senior Account Executive at Airfoil Public Relations 

None! I kept all my PR books and haven't referenced them once. They should keep a 
good dictionary and thesaurus, and as for the AP Stylebook... get rid of it and sign up 
for an account with AP Stylebook Online - it is more user friendly than the book 
(searchable, links to other entries of relevance, ability to save personal notes within 
entries, etc.) and it always provides the most up to date style guidelines without 
having to purchase a new book.  
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http://www.linkedin.com/profile?viewProfile=&key=2786109&authToken=P1Ev&authType=name&goback=%2Eanh_58031
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